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Community Enrichment for Klickitat & Skamania County

Draft Minutes April 9, 2018
Those attending were: Barbara Sexton, Karen Long, Debbie Pyle,

Pam Hylton, Cindy Bradley, Bruce Bolme, Brian Wanless, Linda Williams, Jan Stewart, Darla Johnston, Johanna Roe, Richard Foster and Jacob Anderson.
Linda Williams opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  She asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves.

The minutes from the March 2018 meeting and the April 2018 agenda were approved unanimously on a motion by Bruce Bolme with a second from Brian Wanless. There were no changes, corrections or additions.

Brian Wanless announced that CEKC’s 990 has been approved for 2017. He presented the Treasurer’s Report:
CEKC has $43,439.09 available.  Other accounts had the following amounts in them:

· Klickitat Trail Run =$1,785.91

· Trout Lake Track = $1,525

· Georgeville Community Garden =$4,326.65

· Mt. View Grange =$22,968.25

· Goldendale Sign Project  =$14.26
The report was unanimously accepted on a motion by Bruce Bolme with a second from Debbie Pyle.  

OLD BUSINESS

May 15th, 2018 is the date for the upcoming Emergency Preparedness workshop for Gorge area businesses. The time is tentatively scheduled for 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with lunch provided. 

Tristan Allen with the Washington State Emergency Management Division/Washington Military Department will be leading the workshop. The Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) may be able to come and provide resources as well.
NEW BUSINESS:

Linda called for reports and or updates.  

Cindy Bradley with the Skamania County Economic Development Council shared information on the March 2018 EDC luncheon and the Stevenson Shoreline Renovation Project.  Additional funds for the project have been provided through the Opportunity Zone tax credit program. Stephanie Bowman with the Washington Asset Building Coalition was the keynote speaker at the luncheon.

Linda shared that she is now attending SHIBA (State Health Insurance Benefits Advisors) training in order to help people understand health insurance options.  Who knew it could be so complicated?

The Rural Pathways to Prosperity (P2P) conference will take place in Lyle on May 9th from 9 a.m. to noon.  Linda has agreed to have CEKC sponsor and host the program.  She shared the agenda and asked for help from CEKC members.  This is a program offered through Washington State University.  The focus will be on Career Readiness Opportunities for Young People in local communities.

Senior Services-Barbara Sexton, Jan Stewart and Debbie Pyle to meet soon.

Jake Anderson reported on Broadband efforts.  He attended a meeting with Century Link and WAVE, two providers in the area.  There is some new construction planned for Klickitat County sites. 

Richard Foster is being deployed to Lithuania for several months with his Reserve unit.  He talked about a program being implemented in Goldendale called iURBANTEEN.org that is intended for elementary and high school students. It is a STEM+Arts curriculum that works with students to engage them in career exploration and development. 

The proposed re-zone in White Salmon for a possible business center near the high school is still being explored.

The SC Workforce Council is developing a program at West Valley HS in Yakima that provides students in their sophomore year an opportunity to take part in an apprenticeship in metal related trades.  They would graduate with dual credits and with a certificate in the trades.

Mid Columbia Economic Development District is conducting a Rural Transit Study.

Darla Johnston reported the Underwood Community Council (Parks and Recreation District?) now has a quit-claim deed to the Community Center.  The cost to operate the center is estimated to be $12,000 per year.  The Community Council is thinking of reaching out to surrounding communities to help boost usage and interest in the site to generate more income.

She also provided some information on an upcoming meeting on April 26th in Stevenson regarding food security during disasters and emergency situations. Liz from Gorge Grown will be there.


Community Councils: Lyle-Barbara Sexton spoke about the meeting she attended in Lyle. The Klickitat County Sheriff’s Posse was there to talk about what they do.  There is a community clean-up planned and Pioneer Days will return.

Jan Stewart noted there is some interest in reviving the council in Wishram.

Bruce Bolme updated everyone on the White Salmon Farmers Market- Julie Jackson is the new manager.  

Karen Long shared information on the financial education classes. The last one in Goldendale had two participants.  In The Dalles eight people attended.  In Hood River there are classes available in Spanish. The classes on credit seem to be the most popular.

Klickitat Community: In May it will be a year since they started serving Senior meals.  Volunteers are needed.  A community clean-up day is being planned for May 14th and 15th.  The annual Trail Run will be held November 3rd.  The community center is being well utilized.

A discussion ensued regarding joining the Washington Non-Profits organization. Johanna Roe made a motion to join, Bruce Bolme seconded.  The cost is $45 per year.  The motion passed unanimously.  They will be offering a webinar on gambling, raffles and liquor at events on April 25th.

Questions were raised again about the dissolution status of non-profit groups joining CEKC, insurance needs for events and hold harmless agreements for CEKC projects. Jonathan Blake has not responded yet. Barbara Sexton will talk with the folks at the upcoming Non-profit workshop in Yakima.  

The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:57 a.m.
